St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
1028 Church Street, PO Box 966
Fogelsville, PA 18051-0966

www.stjohns-fogelsville.org

Church Phone: (610) 395-5535

Church E-mail: stjohns.lutheran@verizon.net
The Rev. Mark Wimmer, Bridge Pastor

February 2026

COMING IN FEBRUARY:
February 8: Souper Bowl Sunday
February 18: Ash Wednesday

LOOKING AHEAD...

3/20 — Community Free Dinner
3/28 — UMT Bunny Hop

Thank you to everyone who completed a “NEWSLETTER
QUESTIONNAIRE”! If you have already selected your preference,
great, if not it is not too late — simply let us know if you wish to receive your
copy by email, pick up in the narthex, or continue through postal mail.
You may change your preference at any time.
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Mission Statement
We, the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fogelsville,
desiring to be blessed together with Word and Sacrament and
to become more perfectly the Body of Christ in the world,
do hereby commit ourselves to a mission which involves:
increasingly creative and meaningful worship; developing
additional opportunities for Christian Education; intentional
witnessing to our congregation and community; Christ-centered
social ministries and; promoting a more effective stewardship
program which helps people to become better aware of what we
have to offer and where we have needs.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life.”
John 3:16

HOSPITALIZED OR HOMEBOUND??
Please be assured that visitation and Home Communion are
always available at St. John’s. Contact us if you or a family
member desires the sacrament or a visit.

Contact the church office when you are hospitalized.
Thank you to those who have been keeping us updated!




REMINDER!!! Church cancellations will be displayed on
WFMZ TV (or wfmz.com) on mornings of bad weather.
You can also call the church office and listen to the
answering machine, it will relay cancellations.

Join us for worship!!!

In order to remain in voting status as a member of St. John’s we must have
record of your communion at least once each year through the completion of a
communion card (found in every pew). We ask that you please take a moment to
fill out one of these cards if you have not already done so.

We email readings, prayers, and other resources
each Friday so that you may reflect from home.
Contact us to be added/removed from this list.

Catechetical Class at 9 AM, Sunday School class at 9:30 AM
In-house services begin at 10:30 AM

Facebook Live broadcasts have been paused until further notice.

Sunday, February 1, 2026 — 4" Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8 The offering of justice, kindness, humility
Psalm 15 Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill?

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ crucified, the wisdom
and power of God
Matthew 5:1-12 The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes




Sunday, February 8, 2026 — 5% Sunday after Epiphany
Souper Bowl Sunday
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] The fast God chooses
Psalm 112:1-10 Light shines in the darkness for the upright.
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 God’s wisdom revealed through the Spirit
Matthew 5:13-20 The teaching of Christ: salt and light

Sunday, February 15, 2026 — Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exodus 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud of God’s
glory on Mont Sinai
Psalm 2 You are my son; this day have | begotten you.
2 Peter 1:16-21 The apostle’s message confirmed on
the mount of transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-9 Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 — Ash Wednesday

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter
with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with
dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the
same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on

our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to

return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through

Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we

rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and

justice in the world.

Sunday, February 22, 2026 — 1% Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Eating of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil
Psalm 32 Mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
Romans 5:12-19 Death came through one; life comes through one
Matthew 4:1-11 The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness
for forty days
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ﬁ A Few Things to Keep in Mind:

7 Food Card Sales: ' of the profit from the food card sales will
go towards the Restoration Fund, the other %2 will be sent to
Second Harvest Food Bank. Stop by the office during the week to
make a purchase (Giant, Weis or Redner’s).

7 2026 Address Directories are available in the narthex. You
may also request a PDF copy by calling the church office.

7 Weekly Email - If you would like to be added, please send us a
note to: stjohns.lutheran@verizon.net.

i Flowers & Bulletins: Bulletins - $15.00; Flowers - $50.00 for
two vases. Feel free to contact the office with any questions or
special requests. Charts are posted in the narthex.

i 2026 Offering Envelopes - You will again be able to pick up a
box (with your assigned number) for the year. Envelopes have
been moved outside the office door.

i Methods of giving include offering envelopes, bank bill pay,
and through our website with credit/debit card. Info about the
different forms of donation is on our website.

i In order to remain in voting status as a member of St. John’s
we must have record of your communion at least once each year by
home communion or at an in-house service. Please fill out a
communion card, found in each pew.

i Cookbooks — $5 each, please pick one up in the narthex or
Fellowship Hall. The proceeds will benefit the Restoration Fund.

7 Redner’s Receipts - We are still participating in the “Sav-A-
Tape” program at Redner’s Market. Deposit tapes in the narthex.



Thank You...

To Cindy Graf, Jess Moyer and Beth Kressin for serving as our
Audit Committee this year.

To all our volunteers who continue to help during Sunday in-
house services acolyting, welcoming visitors, reading, etc.

To everyone who continues to support St. John’s by donating
online, through Simply Giving, or with your checks/envelopes!

To all who have designated their Thrivent Choice Dollars to
St. John’s Church.

i Dear St.John's,

: | want to thank the church for the generous donation. It is
greatly appreciated. | had a doctor’s appointment and am
scheduled for a surgical procedure in January. It is to
hopefully prevent heart failure and cardiac arrest. The doctor
said | look great but still am very sick. Thank you again and
keep those prayers coming!

Ashlyn (Shellhammer) Spiker

Upcoming Events/Opportunities:

Souper Bowl of Caring — 150 million people will tune into the
Super Bowl while 48 million Americans struggle
with hunger. Use the bounty exhibited during the
football’s Super Bowl as a call to action to assist
those for whom hunger is an everyday struggle.
On Sunday, February 8th our youth will collect $ and non-
perishables to support our local food banks.
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Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 18, 2026. Join us
for worship with communion and imposition of ashes at 7:00 PM.

Community Free Dinners — The 2026 schedule is set, dinners
will continue on the 3™ Friday, every other month (except
November- 2™ Friday). The next dinner will be held on March
20™, sponsored by Bob & Becky Neumoyer. We are in need of
dinner sponsors and volunteers. Anyone interested in volunteering
please call the church or contact Bob Neumoyer (570-386-3045 or
nrich14@ptd.net). Cash donations or purchased items will be
gladly accepted from donors and members who possibly would like
to help but are unavailable to attend for preparation and serving.

On Saturday, March 28th we will again be participating in the
UMT Bunny Hop at Grange Park from 10 AM-2
PM. We will be looking for donations of plastic eggs
~ @ ) and small goodies to place inside. Cash donations
may be handed to Cindy Graf. Speak with Cindy if
you are interested in helping hand out items at the event. More
info and a sign-up sheet are coming soon!

Anmual would like an extra copy, they can be found in the
Report church narthex or by calling the office.

The Annual Reports for 2025 will be handed out
—]| during the meeting on January 25, 2026. If you

NO Council Minutes:

There was no regular December Council meeting,
% due to their holiday party.
e

Z All minutes from past meetings are
available in the church office.
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T We are still looking for any youth that may be interested in
serving as bell ringers, acolytes, or crucifers. You can use
SignUp Genius to chose a date to serve.

1 Join us for Sunday School! Everyone is welcome to join us
on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. We have classes for
toddlers through 6t grade. Please speak with Carla
Malantonio if you need information about the Catechetical
Class (7th & 8th grade students).

T Souper Bowl of Caring — Use the bounty exhibited during
the football’s Super Bowl as a call to action to assist those
for whom hunger is an everyday struggle. On February 8th
our youth will coordinate collecting $$$ to support local
food banks.

Also, check out the “Youth Page” on our website!!!

JESUS
LOvES me THIS
FNOW

CE X XXX XXX

THE 26,
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In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple
prayer from a single youth group:

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football
game, help us be mindful of those without a bow| of
soup to eat.”

Since then, more than $170 million has been generated
for local charities across the country through Souper Bowl
of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that
transforms the time around the Big Game into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and caring for those in need.

Through this mission, people learn they can make a
positive difference in the world as they collect food, raise
money and serve at hunger-relief charities and show
caring and compassion in local communities across the
country.

Share in God’s love for our neighbors in need and give
generously on Souper Bowl Sunday. All of the donations
collected will go directly to our Tackle Hunger Charity of
Choice:

St. Paul’s Food Pantry, Breinigsville

To learn more, visit: TackleHunger.org




'ﬁ E‘ Evangelical

cpnnes  MISSION SUPPORT:,

WHATDOES MY OFFERINGDO?

Every week, Lutherans across the country gather to worship.
Many of us give to our congregation as part of this experience.
ELCA members give about $1.6 billion annually as regular
offerings to ELCA congregations and worshiping communities.
When you give your offering, most of it stays with your
congregation to fund its vital work. A portion — about 5%,

on average — becomes Mission Support, given by your
congregation to your synod. Because of Mission Support, our
hands can do God’s work in more places than any one person or
congregation could alone. Together we experience the way of Jesus; discover community, justice
and love; and help more people experience the difference God’s grace and love in Christ make for
all people and creation.

Your MISSION SUPPORT funds a variety of
churchwide ministries.

38% BUILDS CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES in the
United States by enabling us to:

« Plant and support hundreds of worshiping communities.

« Revitalize congregational ministries and reach out to their
surrounding communities.

« Promote leadership opportunities, discernment and
education through leadership initiatives.

« Support the work of seven ELCA seminaries and 27 ELCA
colleges and universities.

« Host events and leadership opportunities for youth and young adults.

« Support regional work through directors for evangelical mission as well as candidacy and
leadership managers.

« Prepare and implement a system for recruiting and assigning rostered ministers.
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Another 23% GROWS THE GLOBAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH and addresses issues around the world,
‘ enabling us to:

+ Accompany new Lutheran churches, expand ministries and
train leaders and evangelists.

+ Send missionaries to accompany communities around the world.
+ Address social inequities and work for justice.

+ Cultivate and maintain relationships with 149 other churches
through the Lutheran World Federation to strengthen the
church and its global work.

+ Foster relationships between ELCA synods and 65 companion churches, for a total of 127
official relationships.

+ Work with leaders and members of our African-descent, American Indian, Alaska Native, Arab,
Middle Eastern, Asian, Pacific Islander and Latiné communities.

Finally, 39% STRENGTHENS AND SUSTAINS THE
MINISTRY and MISSION of the whole church,
‘ enabling us to:

- Offer ministry resources and opportunities to lay leaders for
networking.

+ Develop social messages of the ELCA as topical documents
to focus attention and action on timely, pressing matters of
concern to church and society.

+ Sustain ecumenical and interfaith relations.

+ Partner with congregations and ministries across the church
as they explore new, innovative ways of being church in a constantly changing world.

+ Invest in technology and communications.
+ Engage in research and strategic planning.

« Create and share resources for faith, discipleship, prayer, stewardship and worship.

Thank you for your ongoing support and faithful partnership! For stories of your impact, visit

LivingLutheran.org/SOFIA. To find additional Mission Support resources, visit ELCA.org /[SOFIA.
Scan the QR code to view the new Mission Support video “What Does My Offering Do?”
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